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Children’s Water Festival Chair Gayle 
Galbraith. “Students get a feel for the 
higher-education environment in real 
classroom settings.”

Students learned how fortunate the 
region is to have a large water resource.

“We’re blessed to have water in 
abundance – our job as employees 
and citizens is to sustain this water 
supply for our region’s future by 
keeping our water healthy,” said 
Donna Winchester, Manager, Division 
of Environmental Management, 
Department of Water. “Th e Children’s 
Water Festival and other educational 
programs are ways we build awareness 
about protecting this critical resource.”

In an exit survey after the festival, 94 
percent of teachers said they would 
revisit the concepts learned at the 
festival. “Th is was an eventful and 
meaningful experience for my stu-
dents. Th ey really enjoyed each and 
every presentation that they observed,” 
noted one teacher. Students and teach-
ers also walked away with helpful tips 
for going green at school and home.

Partners in ground water protection 
over the years include the City of 
Dayton, Harrison Township, the 
City of Huber Heights, the City 
of Riverside, the City of Vandalia, 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
and Public Health - Dayton & 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
and Public Health - Dayton & 

Montgomery County. Representatives 
from each organization received 
a plaque at the festival’s annual 
Dignitaries Luncheon commemorating 
the 20-year milestone of the SWPP 
and honoring their commitment and 
achievements. 

“Th e Source Water Protection Program 
has operated with strong cooperation 
among the jurisdictions, the Ohio 
EPA, Public Health - Dayton & 
Montgomery County, the business 
community, and the environmental 
community,” said Tammi L. Clements, 
Director, City of Dayton Department 
of Water.
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Time and Talents Donated
Boonshoft Museum of Discovery
Bruckner Nature Center
Cargill
CH2M Hill
Citizens
City of Dayton
City of Dayton, Department of Water
City of Fairborn
City of Riverside
City of West Carrollton 
Clark State Community College
Dayton Society of Natural History
DECA
Greene County Health District
Greene County Sanitary Engineering
Greene Soil & Water Conservation District
Juggler
Miami Conservancy District
Montgomery County Sanitary Engineering
Montgomery County Sheriff’s Department
Montgomery County Solid Waste District
Musical Storm
National Weather Service
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
Outreach for Animals
Public Health - Dayton & Montgomery 
  County
Regional Air Pollution Control Agency
Storytellers
Sunwatch Indian Village
Undersea Safari 
University of Dayton
US Army Corps of Engineers
Veolia Water of North America
WPAFB
YSI

In-Kind Donations:
Supplies and Materials
ASAP Screen Printing
AWWA
Balloons Galore
Cargill
City of Dayton, Department of Water
Creative Impressions
Dayton Society of Natural History
Graphics by Jehn
Greene County
KAP Signs
Miami Conservancy District
Montgomery County Sanitary Engineering 
Ohio EPA
P & R Communications
Pepsi Cola Company
Prime Time Party Rentals
Rumpke
Ryder Truck Rental
University of Dayton
YSI

Financial Contributions
Well Field Protection Board
Cargill
CH2M Hill
City of Dayton, Department of Water
Five Rivers MetroParks
Greene County Sanitary Engineering
MACTEC Engineering & Consulting 
Miami Conservancy District
Montgomery County Sanitary Engineering
YSI Foundation
Veolia Water of North America

Planning Committee
Gayle Galbraith, City of Dayton Water, Chair
Sally Brown, Ohio EPA, SWDO
Cheri Curtis, City of Dayton Water
Karen Hawk, Greene County Sanitary 
  Engineering
Greg King, Public Health - Dayton & 
   Montgomery County
Jennifer Mattingly, Montgomery County 
  Solid Waste District
Susan Miller, YSI, Inc.
MaryAgnes Mikalauskas, City of Dayton   
  Water
Mark Schulker, Greene County Sanitary 
  Engineering
Stephanie Smith, Montgomery County 
  Sanitary Engineering

Special thanks to: Dan Baines and Janel 
Regelski, Montgomery County Sanitary 
Engineering; Frank Barosky, City of Fairborn; 
Mike Brown, Ohio EPA, SWDO; Angie 
Duvall, Cargill; Felicia Graham, Karen 
Thomas, and Phil Van Atta, City of Dayton 
Water; Mark Meister, Dayton Society of 
Natural History; Carol Wilson, Veolia Water 
of North America.

Our gratitude to past chairs Tammi 
Clements and Michele Simmons.

If you are interested in serving on the 
committee for next year’s festival, or 
assisting in any way, please contact Felicia 
Graham at 937-333-8598.

2008 Children’s Water Festival  

Students learned with Enviroscape 
models depicting the Great Miami 
Buried Valley Aquifer and pollution-
prevention methods at Dayton 
International Airport.
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Accepting plaques honoring their involvement in the SWPP program, pictured, from left: 
Tammi Clements, City of Dayton; Craig Kenley, City of Riverside; Tom Hut, Public Health 
– Dayton & Montgomery County; Greg Merrill, Montgomery County; Bill Zilli, City of Dayton 
(retired); Jan Vargo, City of Huber Heights; Judy Blankenship, City of Huber Heights; Randy 
Parker, WPAFB; Mark Mays WPAFB; Roland Winburn, Harrison Township; David Woods, 
Harrison Township. Not pictured: City of Vandalia.

Retired City of Dayton Department 
of Water Director William Zilli 
received the Jane Forrest-Redfern 
Environmental Champion Award for 
his more than three decades of service 
and dedication to the City of Dayton 
and the region’s water supply.

Bill Zilli began working for the City 
of Dayton in 1973 after finishing a 
master’s of science degree in environ-
mental health/civil engineering at the 
University of Notre Dame. 

Bill Zilli Receives 
Environmental 
Champion Award

“Under Bill’s leadership, present and 
future contamination threats to the 
sole and irreplaceable source of the 
region’s drinking water were effectively 
mitigated, and the health of the 
consuming public protected,” said 
Dusty Hall, former Dayton Assistant 
City Manager and current Program 
Development Manager for the Miami 
Conservancy District. 

“Bill Zilli carried on a legacy of 
ensuring the health of citizens and 
the vitality of the communities he 
served,” said Jane Forrest-Redfern, 
who presented Mr. Zilli with the 
award named in her honor. “It was 
also through his support that we have 
the Children’s Water Festival. We owe 
a debt of gratitude to Bill Zilli.” 

The City of Dayton’s Division of 
Environmental Management was 
created in the late 1980s under Mr. 
Zilli’s support and guidance. Today, 
the division’s Source Water Protection 
Program and Storm Water Program 
are viewed internationally as models  
of success.

Words to Ponder …
Dayton Daily News Editor Ellen 
Belcher gave the keynote speech 
at the Children’s Water Festival 
Dignitaries Luncheon. Excerpts 
from her speech:

“The thought that 20 years has 
passed since Dayton created 
what truly is a remarkable, 
internationally recognized 
environmental law really is 
something to celebrate. The fact  
that the ordinance has stood that 
test of time tells you something 
about its worth.”

Ms. Belcher summarized the 
history and importance of 
protecting the Great Miami 
Buried Valley Aquifer. And she 
talked about how lucky we are 
as a region to have an abundant, 
healthy water supply.

“Think about the places that are 
pondering how many millions and 
billions of dollars they’ll have to 
spend on desalination or on pipes 
to transport water to people. Think 
about literal and figurative ‘water 
wars’ we’ve all read about and are 
undoubtedly going to hear more 
about.”

Recent droughts in portions of 
the United States and globally 
call even more attention to the 
importance of protecting our 
aquifer.

“Dayton is truly blessed. Our 
challenge is to make sure the blessing 
is understood and fiercely guarded.”
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Contacts
PROGRESS
Lorka Muñoz-Daugherty, Chairperson 
277-4314 lmunoz@metroparks.org

City of Dayton
Gayle Galbraith, Environmental Scientist 
333-8480 gayle.galbraith@cityofdayton.org

City of Dayton Economic Development
Max Fuller, Well Field Development Specialist 
333-3624 max.fuller@cityofdayton.org

Harrison Township
Jack Kuntz, Assistant Development Director 
890-5611 jkuntz@harrisontownship.org

City of Huber Heights
Cory Kinnison, PE, City Engineer 
233-1423 Cory.Kinnison@ci.huber-heights.oh.us

City of Riverside
Craig Kenley, Zoning Administrator
233-1801 ckenley@riverside.oh.us

City of Vandalia
Erika Sotzing, City Planner 
898-5891 esotzing@vandaliaohio.org

Public Health - Dayton & Montgomery County
Kenton Domer-Shank, Sanitarian Supervisor 
225-5909 KDomerShank@phdmc.org

CityWide Development 
Janet White, Housing and Economic Development 
Services Director
853-2541 jwhite@citywidedev.com

Geese “Got You Down?”
You’re taking a walk through one of 
our MetroParks and there they are: 
a fl ock of geese. What do you do, 
especially if they seem aggressive?

First, don’t feed the geese or approach 
them. Feeding harms the geese by 
depriving them of the nutrients in their 
natural food. Feeding also makes geese 
lose their natural fear of humans. 

Second, if you encounter an aggressive 
goose, be sure to maintain direct eye 
contact with the animal and face your 
body directly toward the attacking 
goose. Do not turn your back or 
shoulders away from the goose, and 
do not squint, close, or cover your 
eyes. If the goose makes an aggressive 
move toward you, you should slowly 
back away while maintaining a neutral 
demeanor (i.e., do not shout or kick). 

If you’re a homeowner with a goose 
or geese problems, more tips can be 
found at http://www.metroparks.org/
AboutUs/Conservation.aspx.

For more information on 
dealing with geese, contact 
Conservation Biologist Michael 
Enright, Five Rivers MetroParks, 
at (937) 277-4109 or 
menright@metroparks.org or the 
Ohio Division of Wildlife District 
Five offi ce at (937) 372-9261. 

Canada Geese 
Canada geese, which 
had been absent from 
Ohio for 50 years, 
were reintroduced 
by the Ohio Division 
of Wildlife in 1956. 
Recent surveys 
estimate the resident 
population at more 
than 90,000 birds, 
including large numbers in urban 
areas such as Dayton. Geese 
are protected under the Federal 
Migratory Bird Act and Ohio law. 
It is illegal to harm any goose or 
nest without a permit from the 
Ohio Division of Wildlife and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 




